A STUDY IN CHARACTERS                             95

Agastya compares Draupadz to a serpent

Draupadi's skill in sarcasm is quite evident in her talk to Bhzma
in the kitchen. In her speech she conveys her plight and also taunts
at the indifference of her husbands. She skilfully enrages Bhima to
react and reminds him of his earlier exploits undertaken to protect
her honour.

In this Kdvya only thrice she wants the fulfilment of her desires.
Her first desire is to have the Sougandhika flower. Her second
is to see Kicaka killed and the third is to see the removal of the
crest-jewel of Asvatthdma. All the three desires of her are fulfilled
only by Bhznra in this Kdvya and out of these three the first is
normally quite feminine and the other two lead to the killings of
insolent persons.

Her innocent smile in the Mayasabha, is responsible for rousing
ill-will in Duryodhana, her intentional laugh at the Ghosaydtra
episode aggravates enemity in Suyodhana. Her beauty is responsible
for the death of K^caka the villian and also for the death of
Saindhava indirectly and finally her overfondness for sexual pleasure
is responsible for her down fall on the way to heavens.

Thus in this Kdvya Draupad? works as catalyst in some occa-
sions, as an ignition in some other incidents and finally hastens the
disastrous war, causes the destruction of almost all the haughty
kings on both sides. Thus the character of Draupad? helps the
readers of this Kdvya in realising the true nature of the world and
ultimate destruction of the evil.

5RJK^SNA THE DIVINE:

Agastya for the first time in this Kdvya describes 5nkrsna as
the incarnation of God Visnu. Dhrstadyumna while introducing
various suitors in the svayamvara to his sister says that "in the Yadu
dynasty Lord Visnu has descended as ^nkrsna and has taken away
the divine tree from the heavens making the Nandana garden and